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Princes’ Islands, Istanbul 



Unobstructed pavements are necessary where cars and  
other dangerous vehicles dominate the centre of the road. 



But in car-free areas, pavements tend to be…well…absent. 



When they’re no longer needed for safety reasons,  
they risk falling into an existential crisis.   
“Why am I here?” they might say, if they could.  



Yet on the virtually car-free Princes’ Islands of Istanbul, 
Turkey, the streets were built just as they would be in a car-
dominated area, complete with pavements, tarmac and all.  



Whether that planning decision was due to force of habit  
or the dictates of codes and regulations – no matter.  



It leaves us with a great opportunity to help people imagine 
what our car-dominated streetscapes could be like – if only the 
cars were taken away.  



And it offers us the chance to study how people interact  
with the streetscape in such an environment.  



Notably, we can see that 
people seem to prefer to 
walk in the middle of 
street… 
as long as it’s safe and  
practical to do so. 
 
And arguably, you don’t 
have a truly walkable city 
unless pedestrians can 
claim full control of the 
roadway.  



But what happens to the pavements when they’re  
no longer required for movement?  



They seem to fill up with 
all manner of fixtures 
and features, some of 
them quite unexpected.  



These features would of course obstruct foot traffic if 
pedestrians actually wanted to use the pavements for their 
conventional purpose – walking.  



But in the absence of cars, it’s all okay.  
Everyone’s carefree (and car-free) with it the way it is.  



So why not plant some trees and flowers?  



Or park your steed.  



Take a nap in the shade.  



You can even use the sidewalk as  
a place to leave your dirty laundry…  



…for collection by the  
clothes-washing horse.  



It doesn’t even matter if you block  
the entire width with bicycles.  



…or with a bench, a pole, a tree and more bicycles.  



Go on, you can even spill out into the street.  



…and let your business expand by leaps and bounds.  



Don’t worry about blocking the front door –  
just stay outside and enjoy the car-free streets.  



Yes, in the absence of 
car traffic and other 
dangers, pedestrians 
do seem to prefer to 
walk in the middle of 
the street.  



And when they do so, pavements can be  
freed up for a whole range of other uses.  



Alternatively, they can  
just be removed.  



But as we’ve seen, there’s no need to rush it.  



You just might end up  
putting them back! 



Related Thoughts for Traffic Removal in City Centres: 
• Space devoted solely to transport should be minimised or 

eliminated, as the purpose of public space is community interaction. 
• You can create a car-free ‘island’ anywhere (define the boundaries 

and remove transport modes that reduce the quality of the 
pedestrian environment through their conflicting needs  
e.g. higher speeds and lower space efficiency). 

• By limiting modes to those that are compatible with a pedestrian 
environment, we recognise that transport modes can impact 
negatively upon each other – rather than emphasising modal choice. 

• If children require close supervision due to traffic danger, it’s an 
indication that the pedestrian environment is of low quality. 

• We should focus first on city centres because they are where a lively 
atmosphere is most required, and where the character of the city is 
determined. Then the objective of truly walkable cities requires 
pedestrian/cycle corridors branching out to the neighbourhoods. 



Thank you 
for listening! 


