
WELCOME! 
 

‘Traffic Removal in Leeds:  
Reshaping the City for People’  

 
Thursday 2 April 2020 

via Webex 



 

Programme: 
 

(2:00 to 3:30 pm) 
 

• Dr Steve Melia, Centre for Transport and Society, University of the West 
of England on 'What is Traffic Removal and Why is it Becoming More 
Important?' 

• Dr Caroline Mullen, Institute for Transport Studies, University of Leeds 
on 'Clean Air, Inclusive Mobility and Healthy Communities: The Case for 
Prioritising Pedestrians in West Yorkshire' 

• Sophie Best, Transport Planner, WSP and Gwyn Owen, Project Manager, 
Leeds City Council, on the project underway to create a more 
pedestrian-friendly Leeds city centre 

• Randall Ghent, Act TravelWise, on 'Car Use Reduction Measures at Leeds 
Climate Innovation District and Kirkstall Forge' 

 



 

House Keeping Points: 
 

 

• This is our first webinar, so bear with us through any issues. 
• The webinar is being recorded and PDFs of presentations will be 

circulated. 
• Please mute your microphone and turn off your camera. 
• Please pose any (concise) questions for speakers in the Chat window 

(open it via the speech bubble icon) when the questions come to you. 
• After each presentation, a couple of questions will be picked out for a 

verbal response if time allows. Others will be answered in the Chat. 
• The ‘live’ event originally planned for today will be postponed until the 

autumn, with a walking tour, a slightly different line-up, and hopefully 
the presence of both developers (discussed in the final presentation) as 
well as Cllr Jonny Crawshaw on York’s ambitious traffic removal plans. 

• More Act TravelWise webinars are coming up (at least monthly) and 
we’ll send you details. 

 



Mission: To make transport in the UK more sustainable  
 
We help people and organisations to meet their travel needs in ways that support 
community well-being, protect and enhance the environment and improve public 
health. 
 
We're focused on building expertise and experience in travel behaviour change and 
transport demand management - by providing training and events, tools and 
resources, marketing support and collaborative partnerships. 
 
We support UK organisations of all sizes seeking to shift away from single-occupancy 
car use and increase the uptake of walking, cycling, public transport and shared 
transport. 



'Car Use Reduction Measures at Leeds Climate 
Innovation District and Kirkstall Forge’ 

Randall Ghent, Act TravelWise 



Development Locations: 



Kirkstall Forge 
 
 

 

• 1,050 homes 
• 400,000 ft2 of offices/retail 
• 57 acres 
• £400m development 
• £7.0m/acre spend 
• ~£15,000/parking bay 
• Kirkstallforge.com 

Climate Innovation 
District 

 

 

• 516 homes 
• ? ft2 of offices/retail 
• 15 acres 
• £125m development 
• £8.3m/acre spend 
• £15,000/parking bay 
• Citu.co.uk 



 

Climate Innovation District 
 

 

“[W]hen you are such a short walk from all the amenities and attractions 
that Leeds has to provide, we hope you find that you no longer need a car at 
all. […] Parking spaces are available to purchase for £15,000…” - Citu 

 
• “The £125m million scheme is a key part of the city’s development plans 

for South Bank Leeds, one of the largest, most ambitious city centre 
regeneration projects in Europe. […] Straddling the River Aire, a key 
element of the Climate Innovation District will be the installation of a 
new pedestrian bridge across the river that will create a much needed 
link for existing and future residents.” - South Bank Leeds website 

• “A successful and sustainable local neighbourhood is a product of the 
distances people have to walk to access daily facilities; enabling non-
vehicular movement within the Climate Innovation District to become a 
priority. The masterplan’s distinctive urban design allows for a 
pedestrian and bicycle-friendly street environment, so all needs are in 
reach by cycle or foot.” – White Arkitekter website 



Climate Innovation District 



Climate Innovation District (from website FAQ) 
 

 

Will there be cycle storage? 
The undercroft parking area will include a dedicated cycle storage area for 
anyone with a house at the Climate Innovation District to keep their bike. For 
those buying apartments once they’re released, they’ll be a separate cycle 
storage space nearer the apartments for easy access. 
 
Is there parking? 
There is parking available at the Climate Innovation District, in the under-
croft car park. However, when you are such a short walk from all the 
amenities and attractions that Leeds has to provide, we hope you find that 
you no longer need a car at all. 
For those who do still need a vehicle, we will be encouraging the transition 
to zero-emission electric cars, by installing the electrical infrastructure in the 
undercroft that will mean residents can install electric charging points for 
their vehicles. 
Parking spaces are available to purchase for £15,000 when you buy a Citu 
Home in the Climate Innovation District. 



Climate Innovation District 
 

 

“Citu says it wants to help return Leeds to a public transport paradise that puts 
people before cars. It says it wants to reverse the damage done when planners 
ripped up the tramways to declare Leeds the ’motorway city of the 1970s’, 
building a highway right through the city centre – a decision which, they note, 
not only destroyed much of the city’s heritage but ‘has also led to Leeds having 
the unfortunate title of having the UK street with the highest levels of nitrogen 
dioxide outside of London’.” 
- Helen Pidd, The Guardian, 30 August 2019, ‘Car-free school planned for Leeds’ 



Climate Innovation District 





Climate Innovation District 



Kirkstall Forge 



 

Kirkstall Forge 
 

 

"At Kirkstall Forge, we have embedded infrastructure for cycling, walking 
and public transport at the heart of our masterplan and we continue to look 
at the best examples from around the world to get even better.“ - CEG 

 
• Kirkstall Forge is a 57-acre medium-density, mixed-use brownfield 

development in a wooded valley on the banks of the River Aire and next 
to the Leeds-Bradford rail line. Led by developers CEG, it follows 
(consciously or not) the North American concept of Transit Oriented 
Development (TOD), as the centre of the development lies adjacent to 
its own new rail station (opened June 2016), with a journey time of just  
6 minutes into Leeds and 15 minutes to Bradford.  

• Currently under construction with some buildings already in use, the 
£400 million development plans to offer 1,050 homes, 300,000 ft2 of 
office space, 100,000 ft2 of leisure and retail, and a primary school - plus 
playgrounds, an open meadow, a wooded perimeter and a bridge to 
access the nearby canal towpath. The site offers EV charging, a cycle spa, 
shower rooms, locker facilities and hire of cars, cycles and scooters.  



Kirkstall Forge 



Kirkstall Forge 



Kirkstall Forge 

“We promote sustainable travel with our tenants and give everyone a personalised travel 
plan to encourage them to use public transport, bike, walk, lift share or carshare. We have 
excellent bike facilities for those who bike to work and arrange free Dr Bike sessions with a 
bikers’ breakfast. We also have free bike hire and scooter hire for our customers.” - CEG 



 

Conclusions 
 

 

• There are now developers in the region that not only understand but 
embrace the messages of sustainable transport advocates. 

• Both of these developers have an excellent understanding of: 
o place making 
o community building 
o the value of pedestrianised and pedestrian-friendly space 
o the need for infrastructure for all modes 
o the need for proximity to amenities including schools and on-site 

work options 
o the need to avoid severance for active modes when located next to 

rivers, canals, rail lines and woodland 
o and the need to make active modes the default option through 

innovative design. 


